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About RMA Australia 
 

 

 

The Risk  Management  Associat ion Inc.  ( RMA Austra l ia)  i s  the  premier associat ion for r isk 

management profess ionals  in  the  A ustral ian f inancia l  serv i ces  mar ket.  I t  i s  a not- for-

prof it ,  member  dr iven associat ion dedicat ed to advancing the use  of  sound r isk pr inc ip les  

to  r is k  management.  RMA Austra l ia  represents  profess ional  pract it ioners  and inst itut ions  

engaged in credit  r is k ,  operat ional  r isk ,  market  r is k and compl iance  r is k management  

based in  Austra l ia .  

 

The  key  obje ct ive  of  the  RMA  is  to  further  t he ab i l i t y  of  i t s  me mbers to  identi fy ,  assess  

and  manage  the  impacts  of  r isks  on  the ir  businesses  and  customers .  

 

The  RMA Austra l ia  represents  a  wide  cr oss  sect ion of  part i cipants  in  Austra l ia ’s  f inancia l  

markets  inc luding  banking and  f inance,  pr ofess ional  advisor y ser v ices ,  bus iness  

informat ion providers ,  government  regulat ory  and supervis or y bodies .  

 

RMA Austra l ia  provides a  forum where  respected pers pect ives  and  app l icat ions  of  

responsib le  r isk  management  are expressed ,  e xplored and devel oped by  r i sk  profess ionals  

for  the  good of  the  r i sk  management  community  as  a  whole .  

 

BACKG ROUND 

The RMA was  founded  in  t he  US  in  1914 to he lp  commercia l  bankers  make better lendi ng  

decis ions  through  the  e xchange of  credit  in formation.  Today,  the  RMA is  the  only  

associat ion  that  speci al ises  i n  promoting  ef fect ive  and  pr udent  r i sk  management  pract ices  

for  inst i tut ions  of  a l l  s i zes,  acr oss  the  ent ir e f inancia l  ser vices industry .   

 

RMA Austra l ia ,  whi ls t  af f i l iated with  RMA HQ,  is  governed and operated as  an  independent 

chapter .  I t  was incorporated  in  Februar y  2004 to represent members at  a  nat ional  le vel .  

RMA Austra l ia  has  s ince  establ ishe d i tsel f  as  a  robust  and author i tat ive  local  voice  in  t he  

g loba l  r isk  manageme nt  communit y.  
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RMA OBJECTIVES  

�  To provide  a  forum for  me mbers  to  enhance and share  the ir  knowledge of  r isk  

manageme nt  princip les  and pract ices.   

�  To foster  continuous  profess ional  growth and devel opment  of  members.   

�  To improve and support  r is k  management  educat ion and  tra ining.   

�  To keep  members  aware of  e merging  developments  in  g lobal  r i sk  manageme nt  pract ice s.   

�  To promote ethi ca l  st andards  and profess ional  condu ct  in  the  Austra l ian  f inance  services  

industr y.  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

RMA Austra l ia  is  committed t o pr ovid ing r i sk  educat ion  and  t ra in ing  to  enhance  the  

understanding  and use  of  sound r is k management pr inc iples  in  the  Austra l ian  f inancia l  

services  industry .  

Our  v is ion is  to  support  our  members  through the  en hancement  of  the ir  r i sk  

management  sk i l ls ,  knowledge and standards.  

 

GOVERNANCE 

RMA Austra l ia  i s  governed by  a  Management  Committee.  Ele cted annual ly ,  the  committee  

is  responsib le  for  the  manageme nt ,  coor dination  and  long-term development of  the  

Associat ion.  The committee is  composed  of  senior  r isk  management pr ofess ionals  and  are 

representat ive  of  the  general  members hip .   

 

The  current  Management  Committee  members  are :   

�  Grant Lowen  –  Chief Risk Officer, Regional Banking,  C ommonwealth  Bank of  Austra l ia  (Chairman)  

�  Michael  Codl ing  – Partner ,  Banking  & Capita l  Mar kets ,  Pr ice waterhouseCoopers  (V ice  

Chairman)  

�  Dirk Mc Liesh  –  General Manager Group Risk,  Westpac Banking  Corpor at ion  (Treasurer)  

�  Linda  Ver onese  –  General  Manager  Group Assurance ,  Bendigo and Adela ide  Bank 

(Secretary)  

�  Rob Molyneux  –  Group General Manager Risk Infrastructure for ANZ (Member) 

�  Bruce Auty  –  Group  E xe cut ive  Gr oup R isk ,  Bank of  Queens land  ( Member)  

�  Andr ew Harmer  –  Par tner  &  National  Leade r,  F inancia l  Servi ces ,  Risk  Management ,  Ernst  

& Young (Member)  

�  John Somervil le  –  Par tner,  Ris k  Advisory  Servi ces ,  KPMG (Membe r)  

�  Dav id Bannatyne  –  Chief  R isk  Off icer  C orporate  Centre ,  National  Austra l ia  Bank Ltd 

(Member)  

 

Events  Subc ommittee:   

�  Andr ew Harmer  –  Par tner ,  Ernst  &  Young (Chairman)  

�  Guy Harding  –  General  Manager ,  Cre di t  R isk  Systems & Pr ocesses ,  CBA 

�  Mark  Rigott i  –  Partne r ,  F reehi l ls  

�  Michael  Vainauskas  –  General  Manager ,  R isk ,  Westpac Retai l  &  Bus iness  Banking 

�  Mike Ritchie  –  Partne r ,  KPM G 

�  Norm Sturrock  –  RMA Consultant  

�  Per  Amundsen  –  Di re ctor ,  Real  Estate  Debt  Funds,  Mirvac Funds  Management  

�  Le igh Wiggins  –  Director ,  Inst i tut iona l  Banking  Credi t ,  Natural  Resources ,  ANZ 

�  Linda  Ver onese  –  General  Manager  Group Assurance ,  Bendigo and Adela ide  Bank 

�  Mark  Carmody  –  Head  of R isk  Report ing ,  ANZ 
 

Membership Subcommittee 

�  Grant Lowen  –  Chief Risk Officer, Regional Banking,  C ommonwealth  Bank of  Austra l ia  (Chairman)  
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RMA AUSTRALIA:  W HY BECOME AN INDIVIDUAL MEMBER? 

 

RMA Austra l ia  pr ovides i ts  indiv idual  members  wi th  opportuni t ies  to  cont inual ly  impr ove  

the ir  ski l ls  update  the ir  knowledge and kee p abreast  of  the  market  developme nts and  

trends t hat  are  vita l  t o responsib le  r isk  management .  

 

Knowledge shar ing  Events 

Attract ing  expert  spe akers  and  cover ing  a  broad range  of  topica l  is sues ,  RMA Austra l ia  

events  provide  regular  opportun it ies  for  Individual  members  to  not  on ly  keep  abreast  of  

local  industry  issues  but  a lso  net work  with  industr y  peers  and col leagues.  

  

Access to  industry  specif ic  intel l igence   

All  ind ividual  members of  RMA  Austra l ia  can access  special ised inte l l igence  regarding  

domest ic  and  g lobal  r isk  management  issue s.  Including :  

�  RMA HQ  webs ite (www.r mhq.org)  to  access  substant ia l  member  d iscounts  on 

internat ional ly  re cognised  pr oducts  and  servi ces ,  t ra in ing cours es  and  onl ine  

subscr ipt ions  such as  the  key  r i sk  indicat ors  l ibrary 

�  RMA Journa l ,  produce d by  the  RMA  HQ.  Thi s  per iodica l  covers  cr edit  r isk ,  operat ional  

r isk ,  mar ket r isk  and commer cia l  lending  g lobal ly.  Avai lable  in  hard copy at  RMA 

Austral ia  eve nts  and  e lectronica l ly  v ia  the  member  only  website .  

�  Access  to  Trans cripts  and  Presentat ions  fr om RMA Austr al ia  The  Member only se ct ion of  

the  RMA Austra l ia  we bs ite  ( www.rmaaustra l ia .org)   

 

Compl imentary  subscr ipt ion  t o R isk  Management  magaz ine 

All  RMA A ustral ia  Individual  members  wi l l  r ece ive  month ly  edit ions  to  the  Le xus  Nexus  

Risk  Manageme nt Magazine,  the  leading  r isk  magazine cover ing  i ssues  in  r i sk  

management,  compl iance ,  gover nance and audit  in  Austra l ia .  

 

Stay  in formed 

Industr y  spe cif i c  communicat ions  keeping  members  in  touch  with  local  i ssues  and  events,  

peer rev iews  on  industry  t raining  and  developments ,  and  prov iding  general  ne ws  for  t he  

f inancia l  r isk  manage ment  communit y.  

 

Contribute 

Part ic ipate  in  r is k discip l ine  dis cussion gr oups ,  sub committees  and  contr ibute  to 

advanc ing  r isk  management pract ices .  

 

RMA MEMBERSHIP 

RMA Austra l ia  membership  i s  avai lable to  both Inst i t ut ions  with in the  r is k  manage ment 

comm unity  and  individual  pract i t ioners .  T he membership  year  runs f rom 1  Apr i l  -  31  March .  

 

RMA Austra l ia  is  pr imari ly  supported  by  Ins t itut ional  Members  whose membership  

subscript ions  s ubsid ise  the  cost  of  membership  to their  indi vidual  r isk  manage ment  

pract i t ioners .  

 

To f ind out  i f  you are  apart  of  an  Inst i tut i onal  Member vi s i t  RMA Austr a l ia  website  

(www.rmaaustra l ia.org)   

 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBE RSHIP 
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Employees  of  Inst i tut ional  me mbers  are  el ig ible to  app ly  for  indiv idual  me mbership  for  a 

nominal  annual  fee  of  $40 ( Inc  GST)  v ia  an  onl ine  a ppl icat ion  form via  RMA Austra l ia  

website  (www.rmaaustra l ia .org) .  

 

INDEPENDENT MEMBERSHIP 

Individuals  not  e mployed by  RMA Austra l ia  member  inst i tut ions ,  such as  f inancia l  r isk  

management consu ltants,  or  pract it ioners  f rom smal l  bus iness  or  companies  that  do  not  

otherwise meet  the  cr i ter ia  of  Inst i t ut ional  Membership  are  e l ig ib le to  become  

Independe nt  member s o f  RMA Austra l ia .  S tudents  undertaki ng  banking  and  f inance courses 

are  a lso  e l ig ib le  for  t his  members hip.   

 

Independe nt  member ship  is  avai lab le  for  an annua l  subscri pt ion of  $500 (exc GST) .  

 

Appl icat ion forms for  independe nt membership  can be  found on the  RMA Austra l ia  website  

(www.rmaaustra l ia.or g) .  

 

Al l  ind ividual  and independent  appl icat ions  are  rev iewed and approved  by  the  RMA 

Austra l ia  Manage ment  Committee.  

 

 

FOR FURT HER IN FORMATION  about  Individual  Membership,  please  contact  RMA Austr al ia  

on  (02)  9431 8689 or  emai l  membership@r maaustra l ia .org.  

 


